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F I i l 0 N 
These for Sthecial Consideration 


A readable yarn, with a setting in modern China, by Alice Tisdale Hobart, VENTURE INTO 
DARKNESS (now under Longmans, Green imprint). She has a loyal following.... An impress- 
ive venture on the part of Knopf, in publishing Spain's distinguished THE CYPRESSES BE- 
LIEVE IN GOD by Jose Maria Gironella...A revival, nostalgically geared in THE BEST OF 
TISH by Mary Roberts Rinehart (Rinehart). Still and all, not an exciting lot. See below. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 


February 15 


Covert, Alice Lent Avalon 
MY HEART AN ALTAR $2.50 


Broadshouldered Peter Winters, in his first parish, finds more than one 
cause and conflict to breach as he practises the Christian charity he preaches. He 
redeems the empty life of Sam Corbett whose wife has died; he finds a job for young 
Mike, recently paroled, and supports his romance with the only child of a powerful, 
vindictive woman. And his own love for Leslie Keating, which is buffeted by her 

* bitterness toward her father, is finally eased when her mother dies- and in so doing 
is able to reconcile an old wrong.... The suffering which finds its solace in both 
fact and spiritual faith-- for a confirmed rental audience. 










Welch, Maud McCurdy Avalon 
NURSE CAROL $2.50 










Young Carol Gabrielson, newly graduated from the Riverview Hospital, in 
Memphis, realizes she has an enemy in Angela Ashley and a more than tender feeling for 
Dr. Steven Barrett, toward whom Angela feels highly possessive. Carol concentrates 

on her cases, on avoiding playboy Lennox, on making sure her roommate does not marry 
the wrong man, and is rewarded by having Barrett decide not to put off love any longer- 
and to choose her. Patent madicine rather than prescription. 









February 25 









Abelard -Schuman 
NOTHING ON EARTH $3.50 


Hale, Idolene Harper 












An I-remember is loaded with sentimental liens and fond nostalgia and 
returns to the childhood of Lynette, who tells this story, on the Los Moros Ranch 
where she found herself at 14+ as the protegee of a rigid uncle George. There, with 
only a few older people around her, the companionship of Richie, the coachman's son, 
is a strong first affection. There too, the memories and fantasies of Babe, her 
cousin who had drowned under never fully explained circumstances, fill her mind. And 
as the years pass, old letters as well as hearsay ond occasional conversations re- 
construct her death and increase her identification with Babe who had left her mark on 
many men. And finally the parallel is consumated when Richie is killed and a new 
tragedy equals the old... A return to youthful times which is more evocative than 
eventful. Rentals. (LC: 55-5659) 
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February 25 








Houghton, Mifflin 


Swiggett, Howard 
THE STRONGBOX sco @ 






A successor to The Power and the Prize is again a suave entertainment in which 
another young man of Dun & Bradstreet distinction jeopardizes his career to protect an old 
loyalty. Dick Deering, on the death of his friend- and superior- Allen Wiley, the head of 
FAO, goes to London where he is given the keys to Wiley's strongbox. A man of wealth, 
worldly success and public works, Wylie also appears to be- through the letters in the 
strongbox- the lover of Lady Laracor (very peerage), and a traitor- since with humane in- 
tentions he diverted Mutual Aid materials to satellite countries. Lydia Moress, his assist- 
ant, is as anxious to protect him as Lady Laracor- and Deering, while winning the love of 
Lydia, is also ready to lose his position in order to defend the dead man's prestige.... 

All the polish and protocol of well bred circles and high places will not elevate this 
beyond a rental level. (LC: 55-6552) 





















Putnam 


Hackett, Paul 
CHILDREN OF THE STONE LIONS $3.50 










A second (The Cardboard Giants) novel again explores and exploits sick minds, and 
if less violent, is still a pretty bedraggled account of the deterioration of a man and a 
marriage. Peter Kovac, a second generation medical student, is by no means averse to marry- 
ing Rita when she becomes pregnant, but their first few happy months together end with the 
birth of the baby she does not want and neglects. Childish and querulous, Rita submerges 
herself in liquor; Peter gives up his studies so that he can spend more time with her- and 
the baby, Carole; her increasing intimacy with an old school friend ends in an ugly revela- 
tion of perversion; and she is finally responsible for Carole's death. Meanwhile Peter, 
having nothing left to give meaning to his life- and needing money to support his parents, S 
puts his medical knowledge to use in a draft dodge racket, and even commits an abortion. 

And so, with Rita's suicide, although he can easily escape suspicion, he assumes the respon- 
sibility for her death to atone for his own corruption... New England, a small town outside 
of Boston- does little to lend a steadying influence here. (LC: 55-5918) 
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Viertel, Joseph Simon & Schuster 
THE LAST TEMPTATION $3.95 
.». "is the greatest treason, to do the right deed for the wrong reason-" and 
it is a questionable act on the part of Victor Marmorek- the appropriation of a list of 
vital installations- and the miscarriage of justice to which it leads- that leads to his 
being shot as an informer and provides a holding drama of personal reparations... For Vic, 
and Debbie, and their youngster, David, Palestine is the only answer to years of persecu- 
tion and evasion in Vienna, Prague and Rome- and it is there they hope to find security 
for David's future. Their friendship with the British Walkers is suspect- and when they 
leave and Victor is due to return after the hardwon siege of Jerusalem, Debbie is told 
that he has been shot as a pro-Arab, pro-British spy. In the days which follow- of per- 
sonal shock and public stigma, David is stoned at school, Debbie loses her job as a nurse, 
and only George Stern, an American reporter, offers her support in her determination to 
prove Vic's innocence. The months bring in little proof- only some which might hurt her 
further; but finally when the case is re-opened, Vic ends as a hero not a traitor. Debbie, 
given the chance to go to America- with Stern- chooses instead the country and the home 
she has fought to recover... A likable heroine- and a vulnerable situation- all provide a > 
strong drama of more popular appeal than other novels which have drawn.on the struggle for 
statehood in Israel- and finds an impetus in the unreasoning fever heat of national pre- 


judices and pressures. (LC: 54-9799) 
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February ?? 


Wodehouse, P. G. Simon & Schuster 
BERTIE WOOSTER SEES IT THROUGH $3.50 


If you are keeping your pores open, in the best Wodehouse tradition, you'll 
find a goodly crop of blisters and boomps-a-daisies in Bertie's agitated attempts to 
help his Aunt Dahlia, to evade an ex-policeman and his elusive fiancee, and to save 
Brinkley Court's French chef for the owners. Bertie, refusing to let Jeeves edit the 
Wooster face, has raised a moustache; this, too, creates problems; Aunt Dahlia's neck- 
lace turns out to be an imitation - as does her guest's; Jeeves manages some pertinent 
blackmail; there's a switch in altar-bound prospects - but Bertie totters out - and 
Aunt Dahlia is in the clear by the time the dust has settled. (This makes as much 
sense as the book, really.) The farce doesn't seem quite as high as the expectations. 


(Le: 55-5948) 


Murray, William Vanguard 
THE FUGITIVE ROMANS $3.50 


The making of a movie in Rome unreels a story about an American public re- 
lations man living in the dolce fa niente of the expatriate. Ave Caesaris a spectacu- 
lar into which Tom tries to hoist Al Reade, a has-been who wants another chance but is 
unwilling to take the insulta of his superiors. Tom is listlessly pulled into an 
affair by the avid Pamela, the wife of a homosexual diplomat, but he tires of living 
life her way and leaves her to Reade, whose death- a heart attack- jolts him even more. 
Finally Tom comes out of his squirrel cage of indifference and gives financial backing 
to young Rick Tavey, a documentary photographer with ideas for which he is willing to 
fight.... A decline and fall- and upswing- which is on the flashy side, but there's 
-a@ certain popular come-hither. 


March 11 


Newton, J. Edward Abelard -Schuman 
THE ROGUE AND THE WITCH $3.50 


The intolerance of the Puritan fathers is central to the theme of this novel 
in which a Quaker girl, Glory Upshall, daughter of an innkeeper, is "the rogue"- and a 
minister, assistant to the notable Increase Mather, John Henniker, is "the witch". Non- 
conformity is the unforgivable sin, and from the start John finds it hard to accept 
the narrow path laid down by the elders. He sees much that is right in the Quaker 
beliefs. He refuses to condone the execution of the Quakers Robinson and Stephenson. 
He speaks out for a more liberal interpretation of the faith. He walks the streets 
early in the morning. He risks his life to save others from the peril of fire. And 
because of all this he is charged with witchcraft, tried and condemned to death. Glory, 
too, had strayed for she, a Quaker, had dared to love a minister of the gospel. She 
tried to win clemency for him- in vain. And when he escaped, and made his way in 
secret to New Haven area, she declared that he must still live and would return. 
Fortuitous, perhaps, his escape, his chance happening at the death of the man who sought 
her hand, his return. But it plays the stops on the romance against a setting that 
records the facts of the times and the tensions of emotions running high. (LC: 55-5654) 


March 2 5] 
Knopf 


Boyle, Kay 
THE SEAGULL ON THE STEP $3.50—~ 


A reveille is sounded- for a country divided within itself, and to alert the 
sympathies of those elsewhere who have felt that France has lost- not only the war- 
but herself, in her distrust of the world at large, and the dispirited pursuit of her 
own affairs. A letter written by Michel Vaillant, a visionary with a sense of mission, 
to an American- any American whom he can perhaps persuade, brings Mary Farrant to 





48. Fiction January 15, 1955 


Abelin, a small fishing village in the south of France. A bus accident- of which she is 

one of the few survivors- is attributed to Vaillant by some who oppose his influences 

and his hopes to become mayor by suggesting that he is subversive and guilty of the 

sabotage which has caused the accident. Mary, who is by now sure of his faith, and his J 
love for her, goes to save him through Marrakech- a mute- and while Marrakech is killed, 

he leaves behind him the evidence of Vaillant's innocence... A political parable, the 

mood is dedicated but the tone is tremulous. Disappointing- from Kay Boyle. (LC255-5604 ) 


March 14 


Knopf 


Grierson, Edward 
FAR MORNING $3.50 

A new novel appraises some old romantic absolutes- and finds them fallible- 
through David and Joan Mitchelson whose happy and seemingly secure marriage is to become 
one of many casualties of the war. David, separated from Joan for over three years serving 
with the Legal Aid in Baghdad where he advises others, is a man of high moral principle 
and practice- and is disturbed by the lonely letters he receives from Joan- who has no 
children to fill an empty life. A two week furlough in Beirut, along with his friend 
Duveen- a casual amorist, introduces him to Nadia, a student there, shy and serious, with 
whom he falls in love. A letter from Joan, in which she acknowledges her affair with 
another man, would free him for Nadia- but he persists in his "morality and water" self- 
denial until an accident, in which Nadia almost loses her life along with his, changes 
his perspective... A civilized evaluation of personal loyalties and liabilities, accom- 
plished with discernment and discretion. (LC: 54-8766) 


March 16 


Scott, J. M. Dutton ® 
THE OTHER HALF OF THE ORANGE $3.00 


A well turned tale of adventure- and romance- follows Martin Lee Henson, restless 
upon his discharge after the war, on a mission to France to locate Hector St. Ruth, with 
whom he had soldiered in the maquis and now reputed not to have died after the 1944 raid 
on Dijon. The trail leads on to Switzerland and a small mountain village, revives his 
memory of a girl whom he had helped across the Alpine border, and he finds again Franca 
Delleani- now dedicated in her vigil for a man lost on the glacier above, Jacque Laurent. 
His own pursuit of Hector St. Ruth melds with her search for the body of Laurent-- Others 
join him, even a dowser, but it is finally Martin alone who finds St. Ruth and learns that 
he has assumed the identity of Laurent to cover his dishonest activities. St. Ruth attempts 
to kill him, but then is injured-- and finally brought down and back to Franca who no longer 
recognizes him as the man she had loved. The mountain crests and crevasses lend an imposing 
presence to a romantic journey into danger. (LC: 55-5343) 


Abbott, Jane Lippincott 
THE OPEN WAY $3.00 


A sober venture is taken on by Jim Birkett when, home from the wars, he makes 
good a vow to a dead comrade to do unto others as the latter had done unto him. The six 
people who need to know that God is their Senior Partner come in an assortment of rela- 
tives, friends, and acquaintances, rich and poor, from a boy on parole to an elderly aunt. 
Jim sheds an old romance for one more suitable to his new philosophy, while his sister Kit 
discovers that it is Gil Zukor more than his horses who has brought her happiness in her 
job at Twelvetrees stables. A story of spiritual pathfinding with many fords to cross. * 


(LC: 55-6295) 
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de Wohl, Louis Lippincott 


THE SPEAR $3.95 

































This is a return to religious history (in contrast to his recent science- 
fiction excursion) and concentrates its story on the period between the Feast of the 
Tabernacles and the Passover as "he" councilled his followers and fulfilled “his” 
promises. Because of political treachery in Rome, Cassius Longinus has been forced to 
to become a soldier under Pilatus, procurator of Judea, who has married Claudia, once 
adored by Cassius. In Jerusalem, Cassius saves young Naomi and her aged husband from 
the bandit, Bar Abbas, a useful member of the Israel freedom party, ready for revolt 
against Roman rule, Caiaphas, fearing the rumors of the Rabbi Yeshua, acclaimed by some 
as the King Messiah, plots for a showdown at the Feast but his prey escapes. Pilate, 
with the growing problems of colonial government, is confronted by the rising feeling 
and maneuvered into pronouncing the death sentence when "he" enters the city and is 
seized by the Jews. It is Cassius who thrusts the spear that proves the Master's 
death, who is a witness to the resurrection and who is finally joined to Naomi, in the 
new faith. Here is contemporary application of Jesus' parables and speeches, and the 
telling of this well known story presents some new aspects of personalities and events, 
with color and persuasion. A defined market. (LC: 55-6296) 


Hobart, Alice Tisdale Longmans, Green 
| VENTURE INTO DARKNESS $3.95 


Mrs. Hobart has intimate knowledge of China and the relations of the Amer- 
icans and Europeans who have put down roots deep into China, whether in self identifica- 
tion or service or industry - and of the Chinese with whon they come in contact. This 
time she has drawn in fictional form a picture of conflict:- the conflict of the gently 

e reared Chinese, imagination captured by the promises of ideals put forward by Com- 
munists, as they break with the old traditions only to find that the sacred right of the 
individual is sacrificed; the conflict of the returning foreigners, encountering deep 
hate and suspicion where they had nurtured friendship and confidence; the conflict within 
those who had regretted a choice made under pressure- in this case, an acceptance of the 
sacrifice of aspiring, ambitious youth for the security his years demanded. The man 
is David Conway, who has come back to make restitution, to rescue the man who had 
succeeded him in his job and become a prisoner of the Reds. Aided by a family friend 
in Hongkong, David enters China illegally, only to have Mu San, son of his mentor, 
turn traitor, and betray not only David, the hated American, but his father and the 
intricate network of the underground. In the successive adventures - escape, capture, 
escape again, and a perilous journey with guerillas across China,- one gets the 
kaleidescopic picture of changing moods of loyalty to the new, nostalgia for the old, 
resentment, ardent nationalism, and so on,- as Communists, those going through the 
process of brain washing, peasants, officials, underground men and womene bring forces 
to play on the solution for David and Mu San. With flashbacks, interesting despite 
occasional awkwardness of handling, one gets a glimpse of an old way of life and thought. 
It is an eminently readable novel. (Note change of publisher). (LC: 55-7205) 


March 1¢, 





Rein, Harold 3 John Day | 
FEW ARE LEFT $3.50 V | 










A grim fantasy has a palpably constructed setting for the discussion of the 
values of a free men - people trapped in the subway on Manhattan, by explosions which 
they suspect have demolished the city. Arthur Tremmer, a would-be suicide, discovers 
he wants to live and have a second chance and is instrumental in saving Carl Norman, 
Bob Thomas and Cassie at the 207th Street station. They make their way downtown under- 
ground when they find they cannot work their way out, collect more survivors, live on 

candy bars and-when they reach 59th Street come upon a large, organized group that 

has worked its way uptown. The tyranny under which the Co-ordinator operates sparks 
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Art into defiance and to planning a strike which achieves some support. ‘\orman betrays him 

and his death from stoning is ordered. But his original friends band together and spear- 

head a real revolt. An argumentative thesis discusses the evils of prejudice, inequality 

and power in a suspense setting. Provocative. (LC: 55-5940) ~ 


March 17 


Funk & Wagnalls 


McCormick, Theodora 
THE EMERALD CROWN $3.75 

The Danish invasions threatened Ireland at the end of the 9th century, and inter- 
necine warfare destroyed the unity of the people against the foe. Flann was the High King 
and his daughter, Sionna, was to be the bride of one of two lesser kings, both ready to bid 
high for the honor. Her cousin, Niall, virtually disinherited and back from the wars with- 
out wealth, was the one who loved her and whom she loved. But in those days, when wealth 
was the measure of a man, the lovers had no chance and she was given to the good but elderly 
scholar-king, Cormac, and Niall was made an officer in his household. The years that followed 
brought joys and tragedies, and the enmity between Cormac and his rival for Sionna's hand, 
Carrol, grew deeper- ending when Cormac, persuaded by the Church that he was a dedicated 
soul, had put Sionna aside- and gone out to do battle. Carrol slew him- and went to the 
sanctuary where Sionna was hiding, took her by force, and married her. But at the last, 
when Carrol too was dead, and Sionna living in lowly poverty with the crippled juggler 
Niall had rescued- and with Mag, who, once with Sionna, had escaped the Danes,- Niall came 
into his heritage, and took her to be his queen. It is an unusual story, with much of the 
flavor of the times, and with many of the characters ringing true. Christianity is oddly 
mixed with pagan superstitions. Direst poverty is in contrast with luxurious extravagance. 
People of the 9th-lOth century have the same emotional struggles as people of today. This 
is a big step forward for Theodora McCormick, showing her a scholar as well as a story 
teller. Try this for your Zoe Oldenbourg audience. (LC: 55-7587 2 


Maret? ol 7 //'! 


Gironella, Jose Maria Knopf 
IT CYPRESSES BELIEVE IN GOD 2 vols.-$10.00 

Out of the life blood of Spain's Civil Wars this stupendous novel is being con- 
ceived. Here is the first part of the trilogy- in itself totalling over 1000 pages- and 
covering the years of inception- 1931 to 1936- as the forces in conflict became cohesive 
factors. Gironella has chosen for his setting Gerona, a provincial town almost arrogantly 
Catalan, and virtually obstracizing "foreigners". The story revolves around the Alvears- 
Matias in the telegraph service, a man of Madrid; his wife a Basque; Ignacio, the eldest, 
torn within himself in his allegiances; Cesar, to whom the church was lifey Pilar, the 
daughter, who while still a teen ager, loves Mateo, a Falangist, at the inception of the 
movement. Catalan independence is at the start the central issue, but there the forces 
are brought into conflict, and beginnings made of the larger issues of Spain. Anarchists, 
Socialists, Communists (depicted as much more closely linked with Russia than in most books ), 
the Church, the Separatists, and variants of each, come sharply into focus only to blur the 
lines in confusion of purpose, process and goal. But in these years, when a shooting war 
was still ahead, there is drawn through the characters of the town, and of this family, 
all those segments of splinter politics that contributed to the disaster of a Civil War 
in which a World War was set aflame. Atmosphere, mood and tempo, the creation of individuals 
- these come alive. But for the average reader, the story bogs down in the extent of ex- 
ploration of motives, beliefs and the projection of the welter of conflicting facets of 
Spanish politics. One emerges, exhausted, confused, but with an unforgettable impression 
of a country and a people, old in tradition, but immature, almost unformed in their naivete « 
as they assume their roles on a world stage. It will take a miracle to put this over- with 
a public definitely allergic to politics beyond the brief span of our own campaigns. 


(LC: 54-7195) 
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March 23 


Ellison, James Whitfield Doubleday 
I'M OWEN HARRISON HARDING $3.50 


~.eand I'm 15 and a high school freshman, and a somewhat distant relation to 
Holden Caulfield (The Catcher in The Rye), I live in Fleming, Michigan; my old man 
owns a bookshop; my brother Paul is in Okinawa; my mother is sick. I get PO'd at my 
friends, Bill, Deacon, Pooch; I like Barbara; my mother dies; I'm not interested in 
my school work; my old man drinks a lot more; I join the gang to get a lay from Paula 
but I feel better when the whole idea blows up; my old man goes to Texas and Barb and 
I rate the car while he's away; he comes home with Anne Proctor and tells me he is going 
to marry her - and wants me for best man. Am I pleased: Pretty soon the summer is 
over; Barb is going away to school, but that's going to be all right - and then, boy - 
it's V-J day. (And there's the mold of the man in the area of change that has its 
sad, high and low moments, its dreams and its awareness of a world other than its own. 
Young Harding isn't as tragic or as appealing as Caulfield, but the mind's at work 
and the boy's all right.) Read this report with caution. (LC: 55-5576) 


Gilman, La Selle Morrow-Wm.Sloane 
SOW THE WIND $3.50 


The Red Gate and The Dragon's Mouth (1953 and 1954) indicated this author's 
interest in Russian dressing and this carries the tale to Indonesia. Here are the nat- 
ives being exploited by Moscow-controlled Communists and it is a local prince who is 
master-minded by the usual vicious Russian into staging a revolt, in the belief that 
the New Indonesian government is going to rob him of his independence. Others include 
a tentative’ Eurasian administrator from Java; the former Dutch administrator, now his 
assistant; an American oil man, Jeff Boyne, whose job in the interior is held up be- 
cause of the revolt; an unsavory Greek boat captain who ferries munitions and people 
and has no scruples about anything. The romance is provided by the Dutch-English 
daughter of the beseiged plantation owner; the brutality takes in the amputation of 
one of Jeff's hands, a prison camp - with more to follow; the pay off comes when Jeff 
traps his prey in gquicksand- and the revolt is stopped. The romance is presumably 
resumed. Twice told - and sometimes better. (IC: 55-6210) 


March 24 


Wiles, John John Day 
He MOON TO PLAY WITH $3.50 


A heartbreaking story, with a studied quality of folk tale - but with the 
bitter reality of the hopelessness of the native African set up against the white man. 
Pinto was a farm boy, born and brought up at Five Huts, knowing nothing of the city 
until the bad man, Martin, came. Then Pinto, threatened by Martin, ran away- off to 
the school where his Inkonsana - the white playmate of his childhood- was. From there, 
with help from the white boy, he went on to Durban and there found Saul, his big 
brother, Chef at a hotel. Pinto stayed on as a shoeboy, sharing a room with James, 
who was also young and innocent, and Sheldon, who knew only the Mission which fathered 
him. But James too had fear in his background - a white man who lived with his mother, 
and beat him, and made him steal. And one day the white man took him awey. Johannes 
was a poor substitute, and at first Pinto hated and bullied him. And then he met 
Elsie, Johannes' sister, and fell in love. But always there was the aching longing 
for Jemes, and he felt impelled to find him before he could yield to his love. It is 
a tragic search, and it drags Pinto down to the dregs, and black men use him and 
involve him in their trouble. And then he finds James. But it is too late:- too 
late for James, who is betrayed and taken from the Mission; too late for Pinto, who 
thinks he can put it all behind him and find Elsie and peace; too late for Johannes, 
who had given the secret away- thinking to have Pinto back; too late for black boys 
in a white man's world. A difficult book to place, for there isn't the poetry nor the 
compassion of a Paton in the writing. But again it is a voice, crying in the wilder- 


ness. (LC: 55-5938) 
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March 24 


Weidman, Jerome Doubleday ae 
YOUR DAUGHTER IRIS $3.95 


Twenty three year old Iris, from Tremont Avenue, Bronx, N.Y., reports on her stay 
in England in letters to her mother, and graphs the course of a marital fever. Martin, who 
was the boy next door and now her husband, has been brought over to perform a rare heart 
operation on wealthy Pedwick's son. A delay moves them into Sir Taunton's house in Kent 
where Iris wins the omniscient Margaret, learns the efficacy of Lady Foote's cold remedy, 
and offers hospitality to David Trippe's guest from Scotland, appealing Kitty Priam. Martin's 
adaptability to English ways, his embarrassment at Iris' faux pas, and the revelation of 
Kitty's duplicity knock Iris off base but she fights back for a showdown - which backfires 
and sends her away with David. This flare-up dies down fast andshe returns to see Martin 
successful in his operation and ready to toss Kitty over for her. Some uncomfortable bruises 
for the Bronx girl exposed to an almost alien environment but if the set-up is prefabricated 
to fit the human valyes stay stable.Pop. stuff. (The letter form may be an obstacle, but 


the characters come through.) (LC: 55-6484) 


Henry Holt 


de Toledano, Ralph 
DAY OF RECKONING: $3.00. 


. is at hand but not to be taken too seriously- except perhaps by those who 
batten upon treason in High Places and skullduggery in low. The murder of an idealistic 
anarchist prompts an inquiry by Paul Castelar, an honest newspaperman and a veteran of the 
International Brigade. He is drawn into this by Gina Farrel, the murdered man's niece, 
who comes to him convinced that the same political gangster who killed her uncle is now 
after her. The two become lovers, even though Gina's ability to love has been warped by 


the fact that she was once coerced by Communists in Spain to use her body to secure informa- 
tion. Paul, at one time her uncle's protege, who loved him as a political and ideological 
mentor, now tries to find the guilty man and his search takes him almost into the Cabinet, 
and back to New York via Park Avenue. He finally catches up with him in San Juan, and kills 
him in self-defence... Nothing here to improve international understanding- let alone your 


taste. (LC: 55-6417) 
March 28 


Rinehart 


Rinehart, Mary Roberts 
THE BEST OF TISH $3.75 
Selected by her three sons, who pick their favorites of the Letitia Carberry es- 
capades, and who annotate them in relation to family happenings, these dozen tales of the 
testy spinster and her loyal, if sometimes cranky, companions, Lizzie and Aggie, make the 
most of the farcical situations that arise. For Tish, as many will remember, when repressed, 
explodes, and here motor cars, a walking tour, a camping trip, the draft of World War I, a 
personal invasion of France, golf, rum running, etc., etc., set her off - in all directions. 
Her adventures romp from 1912 to 1937 and Lizzie records the truth as against what unkind 
friends - and the press - have said. There should be whole new audiences for this and 
though fashions change, the comedy does not. Frivolous, feminine fun. (LC: 54-9347) 


March 30 


Holt 
MY LORD ESSEX $4.50 & 


The long and stormy course of the love of Elizabeth and Essex is here subjected 
to a close study in which the demands of power give way to the safekeeping of the country. 
Sent to Elizabeth when he was eight to win a favor for his father, Robin won her liking; 
returned when he was older, he knew both her favor and her disfavor, her love and her 


Eckerson, Olive 
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lashings, her kindness and her disdain; she was careful in watching his demands and his 
foolhardy behavior, in trying to keep him safe from his own hotheaded devices. There 
was the failure of his first command in France; the doubtful issues of the investiga- 
tion of her Portuguese doctor; his persistence for an office for Bacon (who later 
turned against him); his adventurous but troublesome part of the taking of Cadiz; his 
affair with Pamela Bridges; his defiance of the Queen and the appalling quarrels; his 
record as Lord Deputy in Iretand and the scorn she had for his treaty with the rebels. 
And then, when she refused to renew his revenues, the hate that drove him to head a 
treasonable faction - which ended, in spite of her love and despair, in her order for 
his death... The Elizabethan world, in full panoply, is here paraded in fresh well- 
authenticated coloring for those readers for whom this controversial story will always 
have an allure. (LC: 55-6418) 


March 31 


Beach, Commander Edward L. Holt 
RUN SILENT, RUN DEEP $3.95 


Submarine (1952) was a factual account of these boats and their kind of war- 
fare; this carries a slim plot line through further details of the service, particu- 
larly in the Pacific. This is the tape recording of Edward G. Richardson, after his 
award of a Congressional Medal of Honor, and it tells of his responsibility, which 
marred a friendship, in not permitting Jim Bledsoe, Executive Officer of the S-16, 

a premature qualification as skipper. Laura, whom Jim marries before they leave, is 
part of the picture for Rich also loves her; but it is Jim's unreadiness which de- 
cides Rich to take over when Jim is before the Examining Board. It is not until they 
are on full duty that the hurt is covered up and then Jim shows the daring and bril- 
liance of which Rich felt sure- and when Rich is invalided ashore it is Jim who adds 
to the fame of the Walrus. When he is reported missing, Rich aboard the el is off 
for Area Seven and there avenges Jim by a wholesale murder of Bungo Pete's ships and 
crew - and retrieves his crew's respect by the rescue of three airmen. The boats, 
their crews, the patrols and underwater battles, the torpedoes and the tricks of 
garbage - all are here for that dedicated audience. (LC: 55-6416) 


March ?? 





Chidsey, Donald Barr Crown 
CAPTAIN BASHFUL $3.50 


A brash but not too busty novel of the 16th century displays the hotheaded 
exploits of Kit Peverel who is ordered by his patron, William Cecil, to keep out of 
trouble and an eye on Sir Harry Payne, the queen's favorite. Quite a blade- with a 
sword- Peverel is responsible for the duel against Tom Corfe, a pirate, in which Payne 
is killed. And with a price on his head, Peverel refuses to escape abroad but as- 
sumes the identity of Captain Bashful- a daring outlaw. In and out of hiding, Peverel 
continues his courtship of Jane Mantravers who is betrothed to Corfe- seduces her with 
sonnets until she attempts to seek a bill of divorcement through the Queen. A final 
encounter with Corfe follows his rescue of the Spanish ambassador in Corfe's hands, 
earns his pardon by the Queen and the reward of Jane... A scrappy, snappy sort of 
entertainment at an obvious level- rental. (IC: 55-7227 ) 


March ?? 
Halevy, Julian Simon & Schuster 
THE YOUNG LOVERS $3.50 


"Fresh out of things to believe in"- that's the way it is for Eddie Slocum 
and Pamela Oldenburg, just 20, part of a younger generation growing up to the fact 
that they have inherited little. For Pam has only a divorced and drinking mother who 
tries to tie her to her with suicide letters and attempts, and Eddie, whose father had 


been killed in the war, resents the stepfather who succeeded him. Going to N.Y.U., 
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and living with two other students tagged as Doc and Tarragoo, Eddie brings Pam home with 
Theirs is the impulsive, exclusive intimacy of a first affair, the discovery of each 
other, the discovery of sex. The world catches up with them however- Pam finds that she 

is to have a baby- and Eddie gets the letter from his draft board. In a week of soreheaded, 
self-pitying protest, Eddie thinks of the martyrdom of prison as a noble rebuttal, while 
Pam cannot make up her mind to saddle him with the baby for which he is unready-- But Eddie 
finds- by believing in something small- himself and Pam- something larger to go on to and 
grow up to... This cloud cuckoo land of young love, absolute and reckless and radiant, off- 
sets the unhappy insecurity of a tentative time and provides a transcript which has its 
moments of tenderness and truth, (conservatives will say shameless) and may graduate to 


the market of The Catcher in the Rye. (IC: 55-5943) 


him. 


March 7? 


Vanguard 


Karp, David 
THE DAY OF THE MONKEY $4.50 
Long and discursive, this is a novel about patterns - of reason, patience and 
Justice, or of hysteria, fright and disaster - and about the wilderness that man lives in. 
Lysander Pellman, through unexpected circumstances, has become the Governor of a Protector- 
ate and has acquired a good reputation with both natives and whites. But a nationalist 
party, a religious party - and some Soviet poison - are at work and, with the scandal of a 
soldier and a "sister of the temple", storm signals are raised. Pellman argues responsi- 
bility and sobriety, tries to persuade that there is nothing to fear in the coming Feast 
of Rama, and is shunned by the President and the military, who make their plans for safety 
in spite of his pleas. A flight to the Foreign Office gives him something to deal with and 
a visit to one of the key men shows promise of success. But the emotional climate has gone 


too far, with evacuation and military patrol; Pellman is attacked, firing begins and the 
one day revolt takes its toll. Pellman's ethical morality at his trial is blurred by his 
marriage to Jewish Lisa, by the prejudice and politics of his hearers and judge, and he is 
heartened at the measure of his successor. The author of One (1953 and an alternate selec- 
tion of the Book-of-the-Month) is less Orwellian and more oratorical here. 


EPILOGUE AND ASTROLOGUE 


February 11 


Abelard-Schuman 


Farr, John 

DON'T FEED THE ANIMALS $2.50 
This has a setting unique in murder mysteries - the San Diego Zoo. And the use 

of a chimpanzee armed with an iron bar, wild condors gorging on human flesh, an elephant 

man drowned in the seal's pool, adds horror to a fast paced story involving drug running, 

a lovely Swedish girl with more money to spend than her waitress job explains, a succession 

of suspects, and a good deal of false clueing. Slick. (IC: 55-502 ) t. 


February 264% , / 5 eee 
Coward-McCann 


Bennett, Margot 

THE LONG WAY BACK $3.00 5 
-». and a long way forward too- to a millenium when Europe has been destroyed 

by "the Big Bang" and Grame, a mtant, is sent from Africa to study early Britain. All 

but four of his expedition which is headed by a woman, Valya, are killed- and the survivors 

now face mad dogs and a savage vegetation- along with their Englishmen- a suspicious, super- 

stitious people who make their travels an ordeal of danger as well as endurance... The for- 

ward look here is recessive and frightening. (LC: 55-6515) 
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Egerton, Denise Coward-McCann - 
& NO THOROUGHFARE $3.00 


The lorries of London and cliffs of Cornwall figure in this British import 
| which centers about a young chap whose progressive blindness and likeness to a missing 
cousin suit him for an effective impersonation. His sallies with Nick Gavin's friends 
and relatives lead Simon Blair into the mines where robbers' treasure and Nick's body, 
as befits a blackmailer, lie. The way out of danger comes with the help of a softened 
lady accomplice, and he returns to marry Nick's wife and regain the sight he needs to 
carry on a painting career. Slow at times, but attractive, absorbing situation. 


(Le: 55-6137) 
Mareh 15 


Revell, Louisa Macmillan 
THE MEN WITH THREE EYES $2.75 


Elderly Miss Julia, visiting in Washington, finds the events at Neighborhood 
House, a settlement, none too neighborly when three men are shot between the eyes 
and suggest the signature of a New York underworld circuit. The suspicion too- and 
Miss Julia herself is not immune- of a traffic in narcotics misleads the investigation 
which narrows down to one man and one motive... Sociable, but it could be just idle 
chatter. 


Vandercook, John W. Macmillan 
MURDER IN TRINIDAD $2.75 


The Murder.fevisited Seriés brings back that cocky Cockney, Lynch, who is 
on a special assignment for the Leagueof Nations to uncover an opium traffic in Trinidad 
which some years ago had prompted the murder of its governor. Lynch is quick to spot 
a trail which leads to the Caroni swamp and a fugitive colony, finds an old man there 
with a shattered mind and a young daughter, and brings his enemy to book... A puss in 
hip boots, Lynch winds his way. through dangerous marshes for an adventure tale which 
has both atmosphere and aplomb. 








March 16 













Lockbridge, Richard and Frances Lippincott 
BURNT OFFERING $2.50 






Captain Heimrich's involuntary attendance at a Putnam County (New York) town 
meetingopens his eyes to the bitterness involved; lands him at the burning of the 
fire house - and brings him into a murder case. The octopus dealings of the dead man; 
the threat of the old families and their divine rights; the attack on a boy and the 
terrorization of a young widow- and Heimrich comes to the rescue in time, as the sheep 
and the goats make their plays. Taut. (LC: 55-6720) 








March 17 










Simenon, Georges t . Doubleday 
MAIGRET IN NEW YORK 'S VN PEL WORLO $2.75 






A round dozen Maigret yarns have familiarized the American sleuth experts 
with the figure of the Inspector- now Ex-Inspector- of the Paris police, and his . 
oblique approach to crime. This time it is curiosity that takes him across the ocean, 
only to lose his lead on landing. His methods don't quite fit the New York scene, | 
and he has a few contretemps- and finds himself tied in with two murders (and a third 
from the past) before he has all the threads in his hands. Alluring. 
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MUST BOOKS 


Maret 2h 2/18 cE 


Viking 


West, Rebecca 
A TRAIN OF POWDER $3.75 

* Reporting that is significant as social history is a rare achievement, and when- 
as in the hands of Rebecca West - it is also at times great literature and almost constant- 
ly great writing, the result is a must for readers and good citizens. Here is a collection 
of essays exploring current events in the light of the changing scene,- in Germany, in Eng- 
land, in America. Three deal with post-war Germany, and center around the Nuremberg trials 
and the Berlin airlift. The 21 Nazis stand out not only as individuals but as symbols of 
a defeat that was death on the one hand and survival in terms we are living today on the 
other. In nothing else this reader has seen on the trials does the psychology of the 
thinking of the proponents, the lawyers of different nationalities, the understanding 
of the people come out so vividly, clarifying the reasons for success and failure. There's 
a sinister significance in her interpretation that bodes ill for the future, laying as it 
does "a train of powder" to a new explosion implicit in the measure and the kind of re- 
vival in Germany today...The two murder trials, one of them a South Carolina lynching 
case, the other a torso murder, as yet unsolved, in Britain, contribute to interpreta- 
tion of the moods and tempo of the peoples of both areas, and make extraordinary reading 
besides. And the espionage case, against a British background, provides yet another 
facet, and leaves a grave question of interpretation and significance in the mind of 
the reader. Socio-psychic studies, the publishers call:them - and this they are, in the 
broadest sense of the term. Superb craftsmanship, good narrative sense, and penetrating 
interpretation combine to make this another real contribution to her achievements. Don't 


miss. (LC: 55-6555) 


Some Significant- Some Provocative Books 


Don't bypass MAN ON EARTH by Jacquetta Hawkes (Random House) or Bruce Lancaster's FROM 
LEXINGTON TO LIBERTY (Doubleday). Have chuckles with Betty MacDonald and ONIONS IN THE 
STEW (Lippincott). And explore the fan market for GARBO by John Bainbridge (Doubleday). 


See section following for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Non-fiction 


February 7 


Thomas, Norman Hermitage House 
MR. CHAIRMAN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN... $2.75 


Some considered thoughts on a "major American industry" - public speaking - 
come from a veteran of many frays, on many fronts, before many people. This is not a 
how-to manual but a series of discourses on effective speech and communication which is 
truthful; on amateurs and professionals; on campaign and routine meeting oratory; on the 
participation of the audience at an intelligent level; on the trials and temptations 
confronting all types of speakers; on hostile hearers; on radio and TV. A last section 
decries public deafness together with the threat of conformity as an obstacle to free 
speech. A book of first interest to the more than occasional speaker, this holds many 
worthwhile observations and comments and offers many workable ideas; it makes the most, 
too, of his long experience in speechmaking before all kinds of audiences. Readable. “3 


(LC: 55-7574) 
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February 21 




















| Early, Eleanor Prentice-Hall 
e WASHINGTON HOLIDAY $3.95 


A friendly, feminine introduction to this city fills im the background to 
history and historic spots with personal memorabilia and occasional trivia. The 
Capitol, the Library of Congress and Supreme Court, the "wholly perfect” Washington Monu- 
ment, the White House and the zoo, the Memorials, Smithsonian, Iee Mansion, Arlington 
National Cemetery and Mt. Vernon are all part of a guided tour which also includes 
galleries and museums and restaurants. First Ladies and their finery, famous men, re- 
cipes, and a miscellany of odd fact fill in this warm (even effervescent) welcome which 
is styled primarily for women. 


Announcing for February 24 


Crawford, John R. Pe: te 3/14 Doubleday 
CALYPSO $1.50 


A guide to the card game which has been "invented in Trinidad, perfected in 
England, and smuggled into the United States" where it may unseat bridge and Canasta (it 
has certain properties of each). This is the happy anticipation- which if realized 
will determine the potential for this first, fuller explanation. (LC: 55-7061) 


February 24 


Flower Grower- Eds. of Doubleday 
Pre-pub. $6.50; Post-$7.50 
A TREASURY OF AMERICAN GARDENING 


This for the gardeners' coterie corresponds to the Ladies’ Home Journal Book 
of Interior Decoration in its field. It is a book for all gardeners, not just for the 
€ professionals. It is a book to read - and to look at, with its 100 half-tone photo- 
graphs by such photographers in the field as Gottscho and Schleisner, reproductions of 
paintings by Fletcher, line cuts, and facsimiles of pages from old publications. The 
contributors include names familiar to all who read about gardening,- John Whiting, 
Thomas H. Everett, Montague Free, F. F. Rockwell, Robert S. Lemmon and others. And the 
subject matter covers a wide range, from soil plant science, to writers, home gardening, 
trees, and garden clubs. From the sample pages available (this is an offset book so- 
no galleys), it promises to be a treasury of gardening indeed. Overall size- 7 1/8 x 
10 %- (Le: 55-5232) 













February 28 









Rockwell, Robert H. & Jeanne Norton 
MY WAY OF BECOMING A HUNTER $3.75 







A hunter with a scientific mission behind him, Robert Rockwell enjoyed his 
profession of shooting and preparing creatures for exhibits at many major American 
museums including the American Museum of Natural History. Shooting was a delight from 
his Irish ‘boyhood, and he learned the art of taxidermy in years of apprenticeship at 
Sauter's shop and Ward's in Rochester. He regales with stories of numerous hunts, 
from the search for bears in Alaska to buffalo in Africa, and he points out the values 
and procedures of a devoted naturalist in a particular field. His travels include a 
tempestuous (man made as well as weatherwise) expedition on the sail-burdened Blossom 
and safari with Carl Akeley. This may draw for its audience both the hunter and the 
naturalist, for "Rock" is an expert in both categories. Introduction by Robert 
Cushman Murphy. 
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February 28 


Spencer, Barbara Roy * 
DESERT HOSPITAL IN CHINA $4.00 


An equable, and at all times adaptable, account of a medical installation on 
the fringe of the Gobi desert where under singular conditions and sometimes impossible 
circumstances the Spencers- a New Zealand doctor and nurse- conducted their unit. Down 
the Old Silk Road to Sandan, they arrived to help complete the new hospital, construct 
beds- and make sheets out of bandages. Their first patient, a young prince, needed an 
eye operation- and was stitched up with a girl's hair. Medicine here was a real challenge- 
with undernourishment and venereal disease accounting for much illness; they operated 
attended by boy nurses of under 15; they created an artificial arm for an amputee out of 
leather boots; and with Bob away, Barbara had to operate ad lib. The cold, the famine, 
the dreadful food (wine made from millet and pigeons' droppings), the war- as Sandan fell 
without a shot, are balanced off by journeys which reveal the beauty of this country and 
this ancient culture, and the satisfaction of the lives they eased and saved... A pleasant, 


personal memoir. (LC: 55-5924) 
February ?? 


Graziano, Rocky Simon & Schuster 


& Barber, Rowland $3.95 
SOMEBODY UP THERE LIKES ME 


Rocky Graziano reels off a dazing, amazing East Side yarn that encompasses his 
life "until today" and in the process provides a heady glimpse into the world he came from. 
Born Rocco Barbella, he reacted to home conditions created by his wine-drinking ex-fighter 
father, his loving but overburdened mother, by making the street his beat. He more than | 
brushed with the law and landed in institutions ranging from the Catholic Protectory to 
Riker's Island, in all of which he learned to appreciate his fists and toughness. Stuck 
into the Army with a bunch of legit guys - creeps - he knocked his way out of Fort Dix 
and learned to box during his prison term in the Army. Carrying on in civilian life, he 
took the middleweight championship as Rocky Graziano, but publicity seekers here dogged 
him as the D.A. tried to tie him up with corruption in sports. Married, at last respect- 
able and going straight, a regular citizen of New York, Rocky left the street fighter out 
of the ring and lost to Zale and Robinson in '50 and '52, then turned to TV. Bursting 
with the vitality and brashness and toughness and bewilderment of a world where the fist 
makes friends and a hallmark of success is Sing Sing, gladdened with the overruling of 
this world by a response to tenderness and a few fair breaks amidst the terrors, this 


is a knockout. (IC: 54-12365) 
March 2 


Byrd, Sigman . Viking 
SIG BYRD'S HOUSTON $3.50 


From his newspaper columns come these sketches of his city, sketches not based 
on success stories or lives of achievement, on history or economics, but on the stories 
of common men and women, the tragic and the comic in their lives. There's something of 
Aigren's feeling for Chicago here in the compassion for the bum, the down and out, the 
drunk and the defeated; the Mex-Tex language adds to its color. From a lady bouncer to 
boogie and its characters, this pasear takes you through the cruel streets and barrios, 
to the bayous and the Gulf, talking and listening to white, colored and Mexican. No & 
society section this, but the heartbreak and humor, the landmarks and legends of lesser 
known areas of a big city are treated with charity and understanding. Certainly a local 
market and for followers of urban portraiture. (LC: 55-6556) 
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March ll 


Hawkes Jacquetta Random House 
MAN ON EARTH $3-75 


* With confidence in the goodness of human existence and affirmation of faith 
in human life, Jacquetta Hawkes, geologist, biologist, takes a backward look at the 
immense span of time needed to bring man to his present state. Our failures, she 
feels, are less fearful when considered against the time scale of man's origins. She 
takes issue with the evolutionists on natural selection, claiming it misses the driv- 
ing force behind the emergence of man through 100 million years. With a new sense of 
crisis today in the breakdown of man's relations with nature, in the increase in num- 
bers, in the overemphasis on state, in the sinister developments of mass communication- 
she feels that a deepened. understanding of our sources is vital. Perhaps, in her 
lively analysis of the slow processes from single celled creatures of the Cambrian 
period to the end of the aqueous years; the development of sensitivity to sight, sound, 
sex as the land was sought to refine the senses; the vegetable world developed some 75 
million years before man; the moot question of the point of divergence between man and 
the anthropoid ape and the clues leading to what knowledge we have of early man - 
Jacquetta Hawkes has perhaps added little to scientific knowledge. But she has in- 
jected into what might be as abstrusely difficult reading as I found LaBarre's The 
Human ‘Animal, a lively sense of the adventure of discovery that makes it exciting. 

Then with man, sentient, groping toward expression, creating with a purpose, she takes 
the reader up the ladder of a culture and civilization in birth. The brain has become 
significant- and its anatomy and chronology are explored, the areas and functions, 
known facts and speculations given due credence. She claims for man an immense in- 
heritance; the mind, while responsible for the evils of history, at full stretch has 
produced the finest in thought and culture, and the birth of freedom. Man today must 
recover kinship with his world, acknowledge his heritage. A rewarding book which 
brings many of the new facts of archaeology and kindred sciences into the ken of the 
layman. Much broader gauged than A Land, which in 1952 won recognition in the critical 
and scientific world. (LC: 55-5799) 


Ont (is 
de Santillana, Giorgio em. Univ. of Chicago Press 
THE CRIME OF GALILEO $5.75 e 


An extensive and scholarly study of the Galilean controversy as it ran its 
course through the first decades of the 17th century concentrates on its clerical and 
legalistic aspects and provides some clarifying historical perspectives. De Santillana 
takes up his story in 1610 when Galileo was already a well known scientist and 
mathematician and convinced of the validity of Copernicus' theories. At that point 
Galileo employed the telescope to further his own proof of a sun centered world. But 
an unaccepting clergy, aptly called the first bewildered victims of the scientific 
age, came in the discovery's wake to swamp it temporarily by charging Galileo with 
heresy. The course of Galileo's trial is familiar, but it is amplified here to give 
a rather complete view of the prevailing personal and social conditions that had their 
bearing on it and which made it more than purely theological. Competent examinations 
of contemporary legal and theological codes raise the questions of the validity of 
the injunction against Galileo and of whether or not Galileo could have managed the 
priests so that he could have been left free to work unhampered. There are also his 
feelings as an "anticlerical Catholic" which were not unique at the time and that 
may have led him to the submissive course he chose to take. An interesting character 
study in terms of social milieu. Of definite reference value. 


March ¥4 2) \ 


Roberts, W. Adolphe Coward -McCann 0 
JAMAICA: Portrait of an Island $5<00 4 


Havana: The Portrait of a City appeared in 1953 and accomplished 4 well- 
filled-in travel tour; this follows the same pattern, a short history balanced by things 








” 





-60- Non-fiction January 15, 1955 

of tourist interest today. From Columbus' first view to the short-time traveler's last 
one, the story of Jamaica is told leisurely and painstakingly, highlighting the physical, 
political and economic changes, the quirks of fortune as earthquakes, hurricanes and 
epidemics played their part, the influences of Spanish and English, of white and colored, . - 
of foreign enterprises. Buccaneers, slaves, treasure, piracy; the rise of sugar and the 
emergence of fabulous plantations - and their fall; the abolition of slavery and the 
status as a crown colony; the development of the banana trade and the agricultural re- 
vival; labor troubles, self government trends and the new constitutional phase - all this 
makes up the background. The newcomer is briefed on the cultural aspects, night life, 
sports and fishing, birds, eating and drinking, and shopping information, with plenty of 
comment - about prices and quality of the resorts, hotels and lodgings. The curious and 
careful traveler will find more than enough to satisfy him about this "microcosm of a 


continent". (LC: 55-6142) 
) March 16 


Sack, John Harper 
FROM HERE TO SHIMBASHI $2.75 

Disarming chronicles of his G.I. record in the Korean war come from John Sack 
who is beginning to be known as a New Yorker humorist and who also has to his credit a 
fine account of a South American mountain climbing expedition (see The Butcher- Rinehart, 
1952). Beginning with induction, the short sketches take Sack through basic training, 
through military inconsistencies, and personalities. They note surroundings- from un- 
inspiring mess halls to indignant generals- with a wit that has touches of Mauldin and 
a flippant realism that strips situations to their human core. A sergeant fidgets while 
giving orders; a Harvard graduate is nonplussed by Army rules of conduct; Japanese geisha 
girls have their definite charm and so forth. One reasonable thing about Sack's Army 
life was his post as a Stars and Stripes correspondent. Stories of his encounters with 
Communists have their value as first hand, funny narratives that show them as people » 
rather than ideological automatons. Back in Japan, the author lived in Tokyo's Shim- 
bashi district, making the most of his opportunities by going as "native" as the book 
does itself. Clever recollections, these have an American's fascination for the myster- 
ious East- that turns out to be more of a pleasure than a puzzle. Drawings by Leo 
Hershfield dot the text with jibes at "sad sack" army life. (LC: 55-6593) 


lo Lippincott 
THE PSYCHOLOGICAL NOVELs:, 1900-1950 dae $3.00 


A study of the novel which relates inner experience, and the language through 
which it is conveyed, narrows down primarily to the works of Proust, Porothy Richardson, 
and James Joyce, who during a period of two years (1913-1915) were to make their "voyages 
through consciousness" independently of each other and to find their impulse and impetus 
in different sources. These sources (for Dorothy Richardson it was Henry James; Leon 
Edel is primarily known as a James biographer and critic); the function of the psycho- 
logical novel- its ability to arouse intense feeling as well as intellectual apprehension; 
the publication of Ulysses- "the counterpoint of consciousness"; the extension of this 
medium into the realm of poetry- particularly in the case of Virginia Woolf-- all this 
forms an analysis, with textual illustrations, of a more subjective and more creative 
form of writing and reading experience. A steady rather than subtle commentator and 
critic, Leon Edel addresses himself largely to students and study groups. (IC: 55-6304) 


Maen 17 9s Or. 7 
Pay 
EGYPT'S DESTINY waa 2 "4 —y , 


A political autobiography by the man who led Egypt's recent revolution lends 
insight to the position of his country in the Middle East and the tactics that were em- 
ployed to put it on the road towards self government. First, a backward glance at Egypt's 


Edel, Leon 


Naguib, Mohammed 
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recent history justifies the revolutionary measures. They had to be taken to end 
Farouk's corruption and British dictatorship, to further 2 chance of unity with the 
Sudan, and to lessen the kinds of mismanagement that led for example, to failure in 

the Palestinian war. Then, Naguib's record of his own life is that of a bright, 
steadfast soldier whose rise to the top echelons was a natural one. Though he attempt- 
ed resignation once, Naguib was kept on by Farouk. Still later he was asked by the 
young Abd el Nasser and the Free Officers, to lead them, for Naguib was older, well 
known and had the personality to demand respect. The course of revolution is retold- 
the coup d'etat, the "regretful but necessary" purge, Farouk's disgrace and abdication, 
and then, the reasons for Naguib's resignation- the most salient being Nasser's one 
jump ahead in the plan to set up representative government. Naguib seems perfectly 
fair in acknowledging events as they were. He does not forget that Nasser asked him 

to lead in the first place. His thoughts do reflect an overbearing self confidence 
however, coupled with the conviction that Egypt's destiny will govern that of the 
Middle East. Read with an eye to the still unresolved progress of Egyptian history. 


(LC: 55-5271) 
March 17 24 


Schacht, Al Doubleday 
MY OWN PARTICULAR SCREWBALL $3.50 


The unassuming, unabashed autobiography of the "clown prince" of baseball 
brings back a famous era and a favorite character who became a national institution 
along with this game. Born on the lower East Side and brought up in the Bronx, although 
a sickly kid Al learned to be tough, spent more time on the sandlot than in school, and 
was determined to be a pitcher. Drifting back and forth between the small clubs and 
odd jobs, the screwball Schacht developed got him from the minors to the majors but 
it was still easier for him to make the fans laugh than strike the batters out. A 
sore arm, and recurrent trouble with his stomach, kept him in the bullpen for the 
major part of his career; a little coaching and managing led to his pre-ballgame 
appearances and acts; he bought a restaurant- and fell in love- and here looks back 
on a happy, zany time... More good-natured than really funny (some of these gags don't 
get too far out of the infield), this is set for warm-up time and should limber up 


a masculine market. (LC: 55-6483) y 
Swiggett, Howard Of ( 1 Doubleday 


THE FORGOTTEN LEADERS OF THE REVOLUTION {~ $4.00 ~ 


The title of this rather undigested accumulation of notes on individuals 
of the period of the American Revolution seems a bit misleading, when one glances 
through some of the names:- Nathaniel Greene, John Jay, Livingston, Robert Morris, 
Edmund Randolph, Henry Knox, Lighthorse Harry Lee, Horatio Gates, Aaron Burr, the 
Pinckneys. Surely their claims to fame are greater than would be indicated here, 
where the outstanding link that connects most of them seems their faculty for acc- 
umulating personal debt, and in many instances a rather shadowy implication of not 
being all open and aboveboard. Howard Swiggett would seem to be a man of strong pre- 
judices, that Henry Knox'role as a "penniless leader" overweighed his immense contribu- 
tion in the organization of much from little as head of artillery. Or that Robert 
Morris' reputation as a juggler of high finance obliterated his invaluable handling 
of the financing of a war out of almost nothing. There are names for which the 
reader is indebted:- Jeremiah Wadsworth of Connecticut, commissary genius, has been known 
chiefly to scholars. Thomas Rodney has been dimmed by the greater glory of his 
brother Caesar. Livingston's memorable connection with the Louisiana Purchase is 
wellnigh forgotten. The final impression left is that here is material for further 
research, a notebook which was not quite ready to become a book. (LC: 55-5568) 
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Bodley, R.V.C. Little, Brown » 
SERENITY: How Jo Achieve It and What It Can Do For You $3.00 


A personal reassessment and purge (more sulphur than molasses) began with his 
own experience in the Sahara desert where he first acquired a new-old philosophy, and is 
based on lectures he has delivered through the years. Serenity is to be achieved with 
the elimination of worry- worry over what has or what will happen; over one's own impor- 
tance and social standing; over financial problems, physical and moral indulgence; ill- 
ness and insomnia; work and world affairs; and finally death- and it is the faith and 
peace which comes from within which will bring tranquillity...Classical precept and sober 
personal application tones this and raises it above the more commonplace type of counsel- 


ling- but it's still accessible. (LC: 55-5851) 
March 18 


Matchett, William dH. Houghton, Mifflin = gw 
THE WATER OUZEL And Other Poems $2.50 3+ 


The little volume is rather an attempt than an achieved volume of poetry. The 
author has certain poetic intuitions, but little mastery over his medium. And his choice 
of pleasing subjects- The Water Quzel, Aunt Alice in April, Cedar Wax Wing, are tenuous. 
It seems a pity to be sternly critical of any young poet when there is so little verse 
published- but this will not qualify for more than a minimal public. (LC: 55-5299) 


Hoffman, Frederick J. 3 fd 4 "Y00 


THE TWENTIES: American Writing in the Postwar Decade 


“ @ 

A literary decade cannot be minimized when it encompasses such writers as 
Mencken, Boyd, Nathan, Gertrude Stein, Ford Madox Ford, Edmund Wilson, Stuart Sherman, 
Joseph Krutch in the field of criticism; Sinclair Lewis, Dos Passos, Glenway Wescott, 
Zona Gale (the only one who confessedly loved her middle west), Sherwood Anderson, Floyd 
Dell, Hemingway, Scott Fitzgerald, Willa Cather, in the field of fiction; Ezra Pound, 
EE Cummings, T.S. Eliot, Marianne Moore, Walter Stevens, William Carlos Williams (though 
recognition came much later), Conrad Aiken, Hart Crane in the field of poetry; Elmer Rice, 
Eugene O'Neill in drama; and a varied group in biography, history, science, with such 
giants as Einstein, Whitehead, Dewey, Sandburg. Hoffman shows how post-war disillusion- 
ment with the Old Gang, the surge of enthusiasm for Marx and bohemianism, the reaching 
out for freedom across the sea, the rebellion against Puritanism, the preoccupation with 
death were symptoms rather than basic ideas. The cultural influences were immensely inm- 
portant; experimentation and imagination were evident in all fields; the greatest fault 
of the era was neither its vulgarity nor its immorality, but its naivete. He charts the 
positive values, indicates the parallels with this postwar decade, and defines the Twen- 
ties as "a melange of contrivance, experiment, pastiche and revolt". With bibliography, 
chronology, biographical notes and index. (LC: 55-7379) 


March 21 


Rossiter, Clinton Knopf 
CONSERVATISM IN AMERICA $4.50 


Working in his own field of personal opinion, the author surveys the history 
of the political theory of American conservatism, evaluating its influence in the past 
and its possibilities for the future. Arguing that radicalism is out of fashion and 
liberalism "out of office”, he records the voices and deeds of conservative early fathers, Ee 
traces the gradations through the years, indicates the conservative side of progressive 
and Leftist movements, defines the spectrum from left to right so that the shapes of cone» 
servatism, classic and grotesque, are delineated. This is a careful reading of the labels 
on the package. Its contents should be a worthwhile accompaniment to the trend he feels 
is reviving and growing. Argumentative. (LC: 55-5614) 
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March 22 


Kirk, Samuel A.; Karnes, Merle R. Macmillan 
& Kirk, Winifred D. $3.50 
YOU AND YOUR RETARDED CHILD 


A manual deals with the specific problems the parent of a retarded child 
confronts, and without sentiment determines the handling of the child in relation to 
the family and the world. The levels of retardation indicate whether the child is 
educable, trainable or totally dependent, and whether a residential school is pre- 
ferable to the home. If the child is to be brought up at home, this outlines the ways 
in which you can help him to help himself; encourage emotional security; provide the 
proper play activities and equipment; teach him to speak (a particularly slow and 
difficult process); improve his relation with other people; and make use of whatever 
facilities are available through the community. A direct and practical and impersonal 
presentation. 


Nordyke, Lewis Morrow 
GREAT ROUNDUP $5.00 


A chronological rundown of The Story of Texas and Southwestern Cowmen begins 
with the first group meeting in 1877 at Graham and follows the activities and work of 
the various organizations which finally merged into today's Texas and Southwestern 
Cattle Raisers' Association, with a membership of ten thousand stockmen in all the 
range states. How they coped with the immediate problems - rustling, making up a 
brand book, dividing into districts, barbed wire, breed improvement - and how con- 
certed efforts faced storm and drought, worked for a national trail, the question of 
homesteading, and how, as organization grew, ranchers took issue with Chicago, the 
packers and the railroads. There was Texas fever to confront them and the importance 
of education in stock dipping; further movements against trusts and combines; Border 
raiding and modern methods of rustling:- and the tighter set-up of the "boom and bust" 
business proved its worth. Almost a yearly tally of events along the long trail, this 
recalls many of the cattle aristocracy and their efforts for united action. A worth- 
while appendix to range history. (LC: 55-5599) 4 af 
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ys sf c Lippincott 
ONIONS IN THE STEW WRT. ! ( 


$3.50 y~ 

* The author's twelve years on Vashon Island, in Puget Sound, combine tribula- 
tions with trivia, domesticity with manifold doings, and plaints and paeans. Marriage 
to Don during the war brought almost insoluble housing problems in Seattle and tours 
of the islands availed little until Vashon proved the right place. Settling in during 
the fall was all right but the winter was tough on everyone - Betty's two daughters 
reached the heights of unenthusiasm, Don took daily beatings with travel to the 
mainland - as did Betty - but spring and the many different charms of island living 
completely seduced them. The glories of gardening on Vashon (some despairings, too); 
friendly and less lovable neighbors; animal life, beginning with their own dog and 
taking in cats, raccoons, deer and others; guests, guests and more guests; renovations, 
machinery - and undependable workmen; all familiar ground for almost any houseowner 
but with a slight island twist. The girls, in spite of an abrasive adolescence, do 
grow up and now they and their children return for remembered joys. The tongue is 
still sharp for a ludicrous situation, a personality quirk and a self-turned jibe and 
the whole rounds out the picture begun with the (golden) Egg. Local as well as 
follower interest for this. (LC: 55-6305) 


Henry, Thomas R. Morrow-Wm. Sloane 
WILDERNESS MESSIAH: The Story of Hiawatha and the Iroquois $4.00 


More than the story of a single prophet, as the title would seem to indicate, 
this is a view of Iroquois life from the creation myth to the downfall of the five 
Nations. The author spreads before us the riches of the Iroquois religious beliefs, 


MacDonald, Betty 
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their following the words of the prophets to make a Confederacy, (the constitution of which 

is included in an appendix) and their ensuring the Great Peace by bloody conquest. The re- 
lations of the Iroquois with the French, their contacts with the Jesuits and the unfor- * 
tunate attack by Champlain induced by the Hurons which affected further contacts; their 
relations with the British,all are part of the picture after the white man came. The set-up 

of the matriarchal society, the roles of the sexes, the torture of enemies and what it meant 

to tormented and tormentor are part of the book as the author interprets an amazing, often 


admirable culture. (This has the earmarks of a thesis.) (LC: 55-5312) 


March 24 


Doubleday 
GARBO $4.50 60 


* A discreet and dispassionate appraisal of one of the "great ornaments and excite- 
ments" of our age still does not blunt the special fascination of the simple Swedish girl 
who became a legend in her own lifetime, trespasses with respect on the private life of 
the woman who never said "I want to be alone" but "I want to be let alone”. Pensive and 
seclusive- childlike, secretive and self-absorbed too, "Mademoiselle Hamlet" had her start 
modelling hats, until the "face that was to launch a thousand sighs” appeared in commercial 
films and she secured a scholarship at the Royal Dramatic Theatre Academy. As a seventeen- 
year old Trilby to forty-year old Mauritz Stiller's Svengali, Garbo was brought to 
Hollywood where- with her second film- she was a distinct triumph while Stiller, jobless, 
went back home to die. Her successive pictures- there were 24 in all; her social claustro- 
phobia- save for a few friends; the unresolved relationships with John Gilbert, Stokowski, 
and possibly Gayelord Hauser; and finally her withdrawal from the screen where her match- 
less gift for portraying illicit and tragic love brought her a lonely splendor- all this 
is here, along with the magic of a name which endures- and the mystery of a woman who is 


Bainbridge, John 


nonetheless inscrutable and unassailable. (LC: 55-5589) | > 
Doubleday 
ALL ABOUT THE PERENNIAL GARDEN $5.95 Y 


Free, Montague 


Montague Free's Gardening (Harcourt, Brace) is basic to well rounded garden 
libraries; his specialty books All About House Plants and All About African Violets (joint 
publications of Doubleday and the American Garden Guild- as is this new volume) have rolled 
up substantial figures. And now comes this- a definitive book on perennials, lavishly 
illustrated with diagrams, charts, garden plans, how-to pictures, four pages and a frontis 
in full color and 153 photographs. Where Marjorie Johnson's Perennials, in Rinehart's 
Garden Library (see report P.67) introduces the subject for the beginning gardener, con- 
centrating on 14 favorites, Mr. Free takes 30 for full descriptive treatment, and provides 
extensive Appendices with listings of 500, under botanical names, under common names, lists 
by height, purpose, color, season of bloom. The book covers all the routine data on type of 
garden, site, soil, planning, planting, care, rehabilitation, propagation, and also intro- 
duces some factors not usual in books on the subject. There are excellent sections on 
paths and borders; on fillers for the seasonal gaps; on shrubs which can be used as part 
of perennial planning; and uniquely, to my knowledge, on "orientation" - the habits of 
some flowers to face in specific directions - this as a factor for consideration in plant- 
ing. Much of his material is given emphasis for the average gardener in that he designed 
a perennial garden, planted it, followed the successes and failures of specific plants and- 
in three years~ converted an uneven, weedy plot into a garden. One has a sense of the 
practicability of the advice he garners from experience. 
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Hahn, Emily Doubleday 
CHIANG KAI-SHEK $5.00 


A student of China and biographer of the Soong sisters, writes the biography 
of Chiang Kai-Shek with an impassioned warmth and a feeling that carries his personality 
beyond the realms of partisanship. Though many may disagree with her interpretation 
and though she draws few overt conclusions as to the right or wrong of the many drastic 
elements in China's recent history, there is a sense of urgency to the course of action 
taken by Chiang and his followers that makes their description colorful reading. 
Beginning early Miss Hahn probes Chiang's south China childhood and the seeds of 
austerity, reticence and obstinacy that made him the man he was. Part of his training 
as a soldier took place in Japan. From there he soon found his way to Sun Yat Sen and 
the revolutionary measures being set in motion to curb the Manchu misrule. The actions 
of many familiar figures dot the scene as plans progressed- Sun, the Soongs, Donald of 
China, Chiang himself and his generals, and the rising Mao. The following devastating 
decades with Japanese invasion and Communist ascendancy gradually whittled Chiang's 
power to a minimum and to its present token location on Formosa. There is the implica- 
tion that America could have served more efficiently to stem the flow that drowned him 
and that Chiang did only what he could to preserve his China against the combination of 
forces that left him a lone hero. An irreparable past is echoed in the forlorn note 
sounded here. China Lobby appeal. (LC: 55-5582) 


Lancaster, Bruce Doubleday 
FROM LEXINGTON TO LIBERTY $6.00 


* The story of the American Revolution survives for most readers in the form 
of schcolbook history, a plethora of novels built around virtually every facet of its 
development, and a library of biographical literature and studies of varied phases. 
There was needed a lively overall study, giving due recognition to the immense contri- 
bution made throughout the length of the colonies, to the numerous dedicated leaders, 
not only militarily but at political, economic, civilian level, to the generous role 
played by lovers of the cause from foreign lands, LaFayette, De Grasse, Rochambeau, von 
Steuben, Kosciusko and others. Bruce Lancaster, whose historical fiction has brought 
many aspects of the Revolution to life, has done a comprehensive history, from the 
initial unrest of the colonies, to the shooting war, and on through to victory and a 
measure of peace. Here we live each phase of a war that seemed almost all set-back, 
delay and defeat. We go through six years of alternate hope and despair, with a gov- 
erning body torn by dissension, dogged by debt, and yet upheld by ideals of a slowly 
accepted goal. We meet the military leaders and their underlings, we come to realize 
the pressures of local needs, regional complexities, personal ambitions, the doubts 
that resulted in betrayals, the disappointments when rewards were hard come by, the 
difficulties attendant on securing supplies, meeting payments, dodging debts, holding 
the men in the ranks when their terms were up, when mutiny threatened, when planting 
of crops seemed a necessity, when home front conditions demanded attention. Some will 
quarrel with the breezy style, the modern colloquialisms, the intrusion of modern 
concepts (Geiger counter, for instance), and the fictional flavor that gives it the 
pace of story. Others will argue that some of the favorite episodes are played down, 
while unfamiliar ones are elevated. (This I feel is one of the strengths of the book). 
Here we have a balanced view, a real contribution to our American Heritage. (LC:54-6252) 


Duke, Vernon Little, Brown 
PASSPORT TO PARIS $5 .00 


Glistening with famous personalities, shifting from the Continent to America, 
the autobiography of a composer with a schizophrenic output is rich with the lore of 
recent worlds of theatre and music. Vladimir Dukelsky's boyhood was spent in Russia, 
but his training at Kiev was curtailed by the necessity for escape after the October 
Revolution. Out of Odessa on the last ship, he arrived at Constantinople, and his 









-66- Non-fiction January 15, 1955 


path led on to youthful years in Paris, where he worked for Diaghilev. As Viadimir 
Dukelsky he created music of the serious but unrewarding kind- encouraged by Prokofiev and 
played by Koussevitsky; as Vernon Duke, a creation of his beloved friend George Gershwin, 
he produced unserious music that kept him eating. Broadway and Hollywood claimed his 
attention. Overlong, a little sad as the author takes increasingly the role of spectator, 
this still has the elements of an unusual personal story and famous names to carry readers 


through it. (LC: 54-8311) 


March 24 


Ronald Press 
HANDBOOK OF PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE $3.75 


This lies between the strictures of Roberts' Rules of Order and its like, and 
the somewhat offhand, casual treatment given parliementary procedure in some of the writ- 
ings on club management. Here is a practica. flexible analysis of the what, how and why 
of parliamentary procedure, a working manual of organization tactics, such useful sidelights 
as how to handle a heckler, how to construct a constitution, the organization of budgets. 
The key points in parliamentary procedure are charted, and examples of moot points given. 
A glossary of terms, an index which refers to numbered paragraphs, help make this useful 
for quick reference. There is a general overall tendency to simplify terminology, to — 
discuss basic issues in kinds of motions, matters of precedence, debate, voting mechanics, 


formulation of committees, and so on. Sound. 
March 25 


Gardner, Isabella Houghton, Mifflin 
BIRTHDAYS FROM THE OCEAN $2.50 3,0 


This little volume is the work of a gifted amateur. She has imagination, vision, 
and a faculty for rich imagery which is a little akin to Dylan Thomas. Few of the verses * 
are fully realized- and the style is still eclectic, a little of this and that. But it is 
never dry, never over-intellectualized. For those who follow new writers in this medium- 
this is a talent to watch- and perhaps wait for. With discipline it might go far. 


(Le: 55-5105) 


Davidson, Henry A. 


March 26 


Allen, Mary L. Caxton 
EDUCATION OR INDOCTRINATION $3.95 


Repercussions of the Pasadena schools'caSe are still heard, and in this book the 
Opposition (in contradistinction to the viewpoint expressed in Hulburd's It Happened in 
Pasadena back in 1951) takes the platform. In analysis of the situation under the super- 
intendency of Willard Goslin the author stresses what she sees as the inherently Communistic 
elements involved. She contends that progressive education, outgrowth of Dewey's philosophy, 
is a vehicle for the Communist doctrines. To illustrate her thesis, she outlines those 
facets of administration in Pasadena which emphasized group action while in practice rail- 
roading discussions, calling dissenters disloyal, and naming their process "democracy". 

When the case jelled and the name of Allen Zoll, as a fascistic red baiter, entered the 
picture, she presents evidence to disprove the charges against him. She then claims that 
the principles of UNESCO, which she considers an organization opposed to individual freedom 
in principles of internationalism, were subversively taught in the Pasadena schools. One 
reads this with mixed feelings. It indicates a mixture of forces for good and evil at work, 
and convinces at times - antagonizes at others. The outcome seems a negative one, paying 
lip service to liberal education, but showing tendencies to an intense nationalism that 
could be even more stifling than group thinking. Definitely controversial. (LC: 55-6755) 
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March 28 


Two additions to Rinehart's Garden Library Rinehart 
Each $1.50 


Carleton, R. Milton HARDY BULBS (LC: 55-5083) 
Johnson, Marjorie PERENNIALS (Lc: 55-5084) 


These measure up to the high standard set by the earlier books in the series, 
and provide the beginning gardener with basic facts about the subject, the Whys, Whats 
and Hows of definition, value, soil and location, use, and secrets of success. Then 
favorites in each group are selected for specific discussion of necessary data, includ- 
ing blooming companions, recommended varieties, pests, culture and propagation. 


Seipt, Irene Schumo World 
YOUR CHILD'S HAPPINESS $3.00 


"A Guide for Parents", largely new parents, emphasizesthe word balance but 
also indicates the value of love as a basis for the solution of all situations and a 
determinant for the right relationships. Doing things together, sharing interests 
and chores, encouraging a way of life in which all members of the family- particularly 
fathers- participate, this is the touchstone whereby solidarity and stability can be 
achieved. The handling of jealousy, feeding, training, talking, discipline, fears, 
sex education, school, relatives, play and reading,- these are the specifics which you 
have met before in other books of this type- handled in pretty much the same way. Mrs. 
Seipt, from her experience which is practical, indicates there is a market of parents 
still bewildered by too many books- any one of which however will duplicate the method 


and material here. (LC: 55-622) 
March 24 IL 


Hunt, Paul & Harper 
Underwood, Charlotte CALICO ROUNDS $2.50 


A companion to these authors' earlier book, Fight Yards of Calico (1952), 
which concentrated on square dancing, takes round and folk dancing for its subject and 
follows a teaching program through a half dozen outlines of rhythms and steps. The 
patterns of the two step, polka, schottische, gavotte, waltz and mazurka begin with the 
easier examples, work up to more difficult performances. There is a listing of phono- 
graph recordings suitable for each dance and there will be 16 pages of photographs. 

This should be an excellent guidebook for group leaders, dancing organizations and young 
people's social evenings. (LC: 55-6583) 


Melville, Annabelle M. Scribner 
JOHN CARROLL OF BALTIMORE 3 lo } $4.50 


A biography, intended for the layman, of the first Catholic archibishop in 
the United States, fills in not only his personality, warm and vital, but also the 
value of his contributions to the success of Catholicism in America, whose hierarchy 
he founded. Born in Marlborough, Maryland, educated in Europe, he became a Jesuit 
priest only to become a refugee when the order was dissolved and, with his vocation. 
denied, returned to America to have the chance to accompany Franklin on a mission to 
Canada in the hopes of persuading an alliance against England. Later Franklin was 
instrumental in aiding his appointment as the superior of the American Mission where 
his jurisdiction had conflict within and troubles without. Concerned with the subject 
of episcopacy in America, he knew success when he became the first bishop and guided 
the development of the organization of the Church with new bishops, religious orders 
and societies, the restoration of the Jesuits, the founding of educational institu- 
tions, both religious and secular, and unifying his far flung domain. An appreciative 
portrait of a prelate, this makes clear his unique qualities and his living practice 
of religious liberty and toleration. A good background book, not limited to Catholics, 
of American religious history. 
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Simon & Schuster © 


Kempton, Murray 
PART OF OUR TIME $h .00 

An engrossing and unusual book tells the story of the believers in the "myth 
of the Thirties", what motivated them and what has happened to them. It treats of Com- 
munism in the complete sense of the revolutionary classless concept, professional in 
nature, and of Communism in the sense of social action. Himself attracted to the social 
dynamism of the Thirties which followed the individualistic Twenties, Murray Kempton was 
a member of the Young Communist League and later of the Socialist Party. Here he draws 
vignettes of various sorts of people who worked for the Communist cause, or outside of 
the party for social goals that were a part of the upsurge of the times, and considers 
the reasons for their alliances and actions. From the realm of "shabby gentility" he 
draws Chambers and Hiss; from the proletariat he chooses Joe Curran and his shipmates 
whose need led to the establishment of the National Maritime Union and to party member- 
ship. The part writing played and the special plight of the Hollywood Communists are 
considered. There are the rebel girls, each with distinct reasons for fighting - Mary 
Heaton Vorse as a bulwark of causes, Elizabeth Bentley and Anne Moos Remington active 
Communists. Negro exploitation is represented by Paul Robeson, whose story is set against 
the stand of the non-Communist pullman porters who earned themselves a union. Of the men 
who came out of the Thirties, some fell to political leperdom, some rise to accepted 
heights - for a Hiss there was a Matthews, professional ex-Communist. Packed, personal, 
at times intuitive, this is a provocative come-on for the thinking public. (LC: 55-5944) 


March 2 2 


Anderson, William University of Minnesota @ 


THE NATION AND THE STATES, RIVALS OR PARTNERS? $3.75 


A professor of political science at the University of Minnesota and member of 
the President's Commission on Intergovernmental Relations, Mr. Anderson provides a read- 
able but never simplified appraisal of the relationship between national, state and local 
government. He shows how the states fared under the Articles of Confederation, how their 
situation changed with the framing of the Constitution and with the later developments of 
it, when constitutionality and public policy were basic questions. He considers the roles 
of federal and state government, the arguments for and against state rights, and comes up 
with a plan to keep the present system but improve it administratively. The place of 
federal grants-in-aid, federal and state taxes; the question of centralized government 
and other thorny issues are given an airing with historical background to add to the picture. 


Barely in Time for Winter Tours 


January 28 


Gellhorn, Eleanor Cowles McKay 
MCKAY'S GUIDE TO BERMUDA, THE BAHAMAS AND THE CARIBBEAN $4.50 


Another in this series accomplishes a compendium of useful facts about island 
travel for the southbound voyager by air or water. Bermuda, Nassau and the Out Islands, 
Cuba, Jamaica, Haiti and the Dominican Republic, the U.S. Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, 
French West Indies, Barbados, British Leewards and Windwards, Trinidad and Tobago, Nether- 
lands Antilles, Venezuela, Colombia and Panama - these are the ports of call at which the 
stopping, eating and shopping places, things to see and do, clothes to wear and plans to 
make are catalogued and described. There are special sections for travel trips, miscel- 
laneous information, a chart of currency exchange - and an index. A sturdy right hand for 
insuring a pleasant vacation - particularly if you are looking for the smaller, out of the 
way islands. Maps. 
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BULLETIN from 


Virginia Bitkus’ ‘Bookshop Service wz 317 West 4th Street 


Vol. XXIII January 15, 1955 
RELIGIOUS BOOK SUPPLEMENT 


Edited by Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth D. Miller 


Special Note: Lent starts with Ash Wednesday on February agrd. With this issue and 
another in mid-February, we hope to have in your hands reports on the significant new 
books in the religious field which ghauld. be. considered at this time. Select from your 
stock, check earlier Religious Book Supplements for books you should order, and plan 
ahead to bring to the attention of those im your Community - interested in knowing what 

is available, the books you plan to display during Lent.and up to Raster, which comes 
this year on April 1oth...Special mention should be made of a@ book reviewed in December- 
see Page 840- MEDITATIONS ON THE GOSPEL OF ST. JOHN by Canon Edward West, which has been 
selected as Harper's Book for Lent. 


Casteel, John L, Association Press 
REDISCOVERING PRAYER $3 50 


DR, In this book there is a very nice balance between the theoretical and the 
practical approach to prayer. Professor Casteel's field is that of Homiletics so that 
he has a primary interest in the cultivation of the practice of prayer. At the same 
time his association with the Colgate-Rochester Divinity School naturally leads him 
into a discussion of the theology underlying prayer. {ome of the topics discussed are 
"Prayer as Adoration", "Prayer as Thanksgiving", "Prayer as Asking and Receiving", 
"Patterns of Prayer", "Devotional Reading", “Grawth in Prayer". A good book for the 
thoughtful Protestant, clerical and: lay. “Q/a. LC: 55«7#10) 


Wolf, William J. he Doubleday 
MAN'S KNOWLEDGE QF.GOD . $2.95 


One of "The Christian Faith Series” of which Professor Reinhold Niebuhr is 
consulting editor, this is a solid theological book in exposition of the way Christians 
must follow to know God. Throughout the book the author is concerned to show how God 
reveals Himself to man in the Bible, in history, in the Church, and supremely in and 
through Jesus Christ. In the course of this discussion Professor Wolf deals with many 
of the primary doctrines of the Christian faith:. the Incarnation, the meaning of the 
Cross and the Resurrection, the Trinity, the Deity of Christ. The author is a professor 
at an Episcopal Theological School and gives ample evidence of a thorough scholarly 
mind which has been strongly influenced by the thinking of Nie snaps Tillich and the 
modern trends in theology. For Protestant theologians. (2 55-5261) 

pe « 3) Harper 


Anderson, Erica - Photographer 
Exman, Eugene- Text by $5.00 


THE WORLD OF ALBERT SCUWETTZER 


* Many books have been written on the life and work of Albert Schweitzer, but 
none have portrayed his extraordinarily versatile life and the heroic character of 
his work in Equatorial Africa as vividly and appealingly as this volume. While 
primarily a book of photographs taken with superb artistry by Erica Anderson and skil- 
fully arranged by Barbara Morgan, the text makes 6 great contribution. The head of 
the religious book department at Harper's has written it out of personal knowledge of 
Schweitzer the man, and the locale of his work. Together the collaborators have 


; 
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succeeded in a magnificent job of interpretation. A large part of the book deals with 
Lambarene, the jungle hospital and its patients. However, a revealing section gives a 
portrait of Schweitzer's native habitat at Gunsbach in Alsace and his activities as a 
musician. This should be a treasured volume in every home where there is an apprecia- 
tion of one of the greatest men of our time. Do not confine this to the Religious Book 


Department only. (Publ. IC: 54-12197) } oy 


Harper 
EIGHTY ADVENTUROUS YEARS $3.00 


Everyone who is at all familiar with the religious life of this country during 
the last fifty years will know who Sherwood Eddy is and what he has stood for. Thousands 
upon thousands have heard him speak or read one or more of his thirty-five published books. 
John R. Mott, the late Robert E. Speer and Sherwood Eddy constituted a triumvirate who have 
changed the lives of countless students in this country and throughout the world, given 
impetus and direction to the missionary cause and exercised a potent influence in the public 
life of this country and upon international affairs. Now at eighty-four, still active and 
still planning to travel around the world on an evangelistic mission, Sherwood Eddy takes 
time out to write his autobiography. His has been an intense, a furiously active life of 
varied and varying interests. Independently wealthy, his life was given new direction by 
Dwight L. Moody at Northfield. Joining the student Volunteer Movement, he gave fifteen 
years of service to India under the Y.M.C.A. with which organization he has been officially 
connected as a layman all his life. A fervent and effective evangelist, he attracted 
hearers by the thousand among the students of India, China, Japan and various countries of 
Europe. Having seen World War I at first hand, he become an outspoken pacifist, a position 
he later abandoned. His "get acquainted" visitation seminars to Europe enlarged the 
horizon of many American participants and won for Eddy the confidence of many European 
leaders. Starting out with a purely personal religion, Eddy later became a bold advocate of 
the Social Gospel, speaking and writing for economic and social justice at home and abroad 
and never hesitating to espouse unpopular causes. His latest major interest is spiritualism. 
Eddy in this volume gives his analysis of all the tense political situations in the world - 
India, Russia, China, Korea - and his estimate of the leading personalities of the past fifty 
years, most of whom he has known personally - and all this with the omniscience and plausible 
interpretations characteristic of our newspaper commentators at their best. A very readable 
and most interesting life story of one who has been a driving force in the life of American 


Protestantism. (2/16. Lc: 54-12328) 


Grant, Frederick C. Harper 
THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW: Vols. I & II Ea. $.75 


Eddy, Sherwood 


In the tenth and eleventh issues of the Harper's Annotated Bible Series, 

Professor Grant of Union Theological Seminary maintains the high standard of scholarship 
set in the previously published booklets in this series. The text of the Gospel is in the 

ing James version and is interpreted by means of an introduction and extensive critical 
notes. In his introduction Dr. Grant outlines the basic emphases of the Gospel according to 
Matthew and its relation to the other Gospels. Of special interest will be the author's 
notes on some of the much discussed passages such as Matt. 16:18- "Thou art Peter, and on this 
rock I will build my church". A handy commentary of anyone who wishes to study his Bible 
intelligently in the light of modern scholarship. (1/5). 
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Kelly, C. F.- Trans. by Harper 
. THE BOOK OF THE POOR IN SPIRIT $3.50 
DR. Students of mysticism have long been interested in the contribution made by 


a devout group of Christians called "Friends of God" who formed a "school” of mysticism 
in the fourteenth century Rhineland. One of this group, whose name is unknown, wrote 
this guide to holy living which applies the first Beatitude to man's whole spiritual 
life. This has now been translated into modern English by C.F. Kelly, an English 
Benedictine monk, a student of mystical writings, well known for his translation of 

the works of St. Francis de Sales. An introduction entitled "A Guide of Rhineland 
Mysticism" sketches the background out of which this book was written. The book it- 
self is arranged in convenient form for daily use in meditations by those bent on the 
cultivation of the inner life. (1/5.) 


Milburn, R.L.P. er Harper 
EARLY CHRISTIAN INTERPRETATION OF HISTORY $3.00 


As the popularity of the monumental volumes of Arnold Toynbee indicates, 
there is a growing interest in the philosophy. of history. What is history?- A mere 
chronicle of events? An interpretation of the past? A guide for the present and the 
future? Can any historian be truly objective? All of these and related questions 
are dealt with in this book, representing the Bampton lectures for 1952 and the thought 
of the Fellow and Chaplain of Worcester College, Oxford, a competent church historian. 
Professor Milburn is concerned primarily with the early church fathers and their treat- 
ment of history. He discusses the use of history in the early apologetics of Clement of 
Rome and of Irenaeus, in allegory and mystery by Origen, in chronicles by Eusebius as 
well as the proclamation of God's judgment in history by such a theologian as Augustine. 
There is en interesting chapter of the treatment of history in eerly Christian art. An 
appendix dealing with the historical background of the doctrine of the Assumption of the 
Virgin Mary leads the reader step by step from legend to accepted dogma and is illustra- 
tive of the way history is often used. An erudite and scholarly volume, of particular 
interest to theologians and church historians. (1/5) 


Simon, Boris s P. J. Kenedy 
ABBE PIERRE AND THE RAGPICKERS OF EMMAUS $3.75 
(Transl. from the French by Lucie Noel ) 


This is the story of the people farthest down in the city of Paris and the 
efforts of a concerned priest and his "Companions of Emmaus" to alleviate this condi- 
tion. There are the thousand "most neediest cases" of Paris - ragged, starving, shiver- 
ing outcasts of society. When all efforts to secure public assistance failed, this 
group founded "a city of refuge" for the miserable ragpickers and other "down and 
outers" they encountered. A splendid example of a humanitarian ministry characterized 
by immediate action and a concern for suffering individuals. A graphically told tale. 
(1/2. Le: 55-5041) 


Legaut, Marcel Knopf 
MEDITATIONS OF A BELIEVER $3-75 
D.R. Originally published in France under the titles Prieres D’'Un Croyant (Prayers 


of a Believer) this sensitive and appealing book of meditations and prayers based on 
the life of Christ now appears in an English translation by Siegwalt and Suzanne 
Palleske. Catholic readers in this country will find this an unusually beautiful 
series of prayers and meditations and interpretations of various aspects of the life 
of the Virgin Mary and of Jesus. Highly recommended. (2/14. Lc: 54-8758) 
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Macmillan 
BEYOND DESPAIR $2.50 ) 


"The purpose of this book is" to direct you to THE WAY which leads not only 
BEYOND DESPAIR but to radiant joy and abiding peace." The essays or sermons belong in 
general to the “peace of mind - confident living" type of religious appeal. But they are 
more thoughtful than much of that literature and the illustrations in which it abounds 
are more apt to be drawn from literature and history than from casual conversations with 
"ea man who sat next to me in a plane one day". The validity of a first-hand experience 
of God as a sine qua non of a satisfying life is urged with convincing sincerity. “Real 
Religion", "Living Sanely in an Insane World", "We Can Know All We Really Need to Know", 
"There is Light Enough", “Be Honest with Yourself" - these are some of the chapter headings. 
A good book, ~- but not extraordinary. Protestant - but not sectarian. (2/235). yf 


Jordan, G. Ray 


Hordern, William Macmillan 
A LAYMAN'S GUIDE TO PROTESTANT THEOLOGY $3.50 


* Professor Hordern of Swarthmore College has attempted in this book to introduce 
the layman to theology in terms that he can understand. It is a book that is long over- 
due, for the theologians of today have a way of expressing their ideas in language so 
technical and so obscure that even one who has had some theological training finds it 
difficult to follow their reasoning while the untrained layman throws up his hands in 
despair after reading a few pages. But here it is all spelled out: What do we mean by 
orthodoxy, and by heresy? What do theological liberals believe and why? What is the 
basis for "fundamentalism"? Whet has been the contribution of Kierkegaard, Barth, Brunner, 
Niebuhr and Tillich? What difference does theology make anyhow? What value do these 
theologians have for the average layman in the pew?- This is a clear and very readable 
exposition. Let no one think that this book reads like a popular magazine article. The © 
reader still has to use all the brains he is possessed of. But at least he is presented 
with a clear and understandable outline of the leading trends in Protestant thought, with 
obscurantist verbiage entirely eliminated. Furthermore, the author is fair and objective 
in this presentation. He is not trying to make a case for this theology or that, but to 
outline their salient emphases. A most valuable book. (3/1) 3/29 


Macmillan 


Klausner, Joseph 

THE MESSIANIC IDEA IN ISRAEL $7.50 
This is the third of a trilogy by Professor Klausner in the field of the rela- 

tions between Judaism and Christianity at the time of the rise of the latter. His earlier 

volumes, Jesus of Nazareth and From Jesus to Paul have established Klausner's place 

among the foremost contemporary Jewish scholars. The publication of this important work in 

English comes at a time when Klausner, now at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, is 

passing his eightieth birthday. He has made a scholarly review of the Jewish conception 

of the Messiah as developed in their Scriptures and traditions through the completion 

of the Mishna. The connection which Klausner sees between the Messianic ideal and 

Zionism is plainly indicated in his insistence that the Jewish Messiah was to bring 

economic and political redemption to the people as well as spiritual, and that the Jewish 

Messiah need not be a single individual. God Himself can be the Messiah, working through 

His servants. Klausner reminds his co-religionists, however, that the Messianic hope 

cannot be fulfilled by economic and political means alone. Spiritual redemption is 

essential. In an enlightening appendix the author compares the Jewish and Christian con- 

cepts of the Messiah. An epoch-making book for Jewish readers and invaluable for 


Christian scholars. (2/21). ® 
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Harton, Sibyl Morehouse -Gorham 
STARS APPEARING - $3.00 


In the Calendar of the Anglican Prayer Book as arranged in 1662 and revised 
in 1928 there are-sixty eight:saints listed besides the Evangelists and the Aposties. 
Very few worshippers in the Anglican Church would be able to identify all of these 
revered figures. Athanasius, Augustine, Bernard of Clairvaux, Francis of Assisi, 
Catharine of Siena, Cecilia- these many would know. But who was St. Chad, St. Denys, 
St. Hugh, St. Lucy, St. Ninia or St. Perpetua? This book gives a brief eccount of 
each of the sixty eight saints-their lives, works, distinguishing characteristics and, 
in some cases, the legends that have grown up about them. The stories of these saints 
are arranged in three sections: I The martyrs; II The patriarchs, bishops, priests and 
confessors, and III The English saints. A valuable book for Anglican worshippers. 


(1/17). 


Gwynne, J. Harold World 
. THE CHARIOTS OF GOD $2.50 
D.R. Contained in this book are 52 weekly devotional meditations. Each medita- 


tion is short, not more than a page and a half, and is followed by a sentence prayer. 
Some of the subjects dealt with are: "The Golden Key", "Invincibility in Advance", 

"The Power of Hope", “You Can Conquer". These indicate that the central thought of 

the mediations is "deliverance". The meditations are arranged according to the 
quarters of the year and those especially appropriate to the great religious holidays 
(Palm Sunday, Easter and Christmas) are so designated. This is the eleventh published 
volume of devotional reading by an author who possesses the happy combination of a 

- cae and true spiritual discernment Protestant, but not sectarian. (2/7. 
IC: 55-52 


Kepler, Thomas S.- Ed. World 
LETTERS AND REFLECTIONS OF FRANCOIS DE FENELON $1.50 
D.R. The writings of Francois de Fenelon (1651-1715) are gaining increasing re- 


cognition as rightfully being among the great devotional classics, along with the 
writings of such men as Thomas a Kempis and William Law. Dr. Kepler of the graduate 
School of Theology of Oberlin College is rendering signal service in editing the “devo- 
tional classics of the world". In this instance Dr. Kepler adds an illuminating intro- 
duction to this representative collection of Fenelon's letters and meditations. 
Fenelon was a brilliant scholar and had the support of Louis XIV who engaged him to 
tutor the heir to the throne, the Duke of Burgundy. However, his ecclesiastical 
career was restricted by reason of the fact that he wrote in defense of the "Quietism” 
of Madame Guyon which was condemned by the Pope. As a consequence Fenelon's activities 
were by decree restricted to his own diocese of Cambrai. But he could still write 
letters and people of high and low estate, within and without his parish, sought him 
out and asked his advice. He proved to be adept in what would now be called “pastoral 
conselling". His words on that aspect of the ministry might well be framed and placed 
in a prominent place in every clergyman's study: "Speak little, listen much; think 
much more how to understand the souls under your care than of saying fine things to 
them--- Avoid all severity -- if correction is necessary, do it with kindness and 
discretion.... Be slow in deciding, but once when you have come to a decision, decide 
with firmness.’ - This book contains forty-two of Fenelon's letters, thirty-one 
reflections for the days of the month and fifteen meditations upon Christian essentials. 
Scarcely a book for those entirely strange to the Christian faith, it is invaluable 

for committed Christians interested in plumbing the depths of their faith. 


(2/2. LC: 55-5276) 
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Pascal, Blaise World 
THOUGHTS- AN APOLOGY FOR CHRISTIANITY : $1.50 e 
D.R. Blaise Pascal's Pensees has been considered a classic of devotional writing 

ever since its first edition was published in France in 1670. It consists of notes 

which he had been making for a book which was to present his ideas about the nature of 
Christianity. The book was never completed, but now in this English edition Pascal's 

notes are arranged in the order he had planned for his book. They reveal a deeply 

spiritual man with a keen appreciation of the truths of the Christian religion. Although 

a Catholic, Pascal lived close to the spirit of evangelical Protestantism in his response 

to the Bible as his way of salvation. But as Thomas S. Kepler, the editor of this latest 

book in the World Devotional Classics, states in his introduction: "Pascal is bigger than 
Protestantism or Roman Catholicism; he belongs to all mankind, which is trying to find 

salvation through a total submission to God and a trust in His saving grace." These 

Thoughts provide material for devotional reading which one may dip into at any place 

em find gems of religious thought, expressed in aphorisms and arresting phrases. They 

are the more noteworthy because of the fact that Pascal was trained as a mathematician 


and philosopher. (2/7. LC: 55-5277) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Enters, Angna- AMONG THE DAUGHTERS- definite date 1/31. (Coward-McCann ) 

Harris, Seymour- JOHN MAYNARD KEYNES- from 1/? to 2/23. (Scribner) 

Garside, E.B.- WHIRLIGIG- from 1/24 to 2/20. (Appleton-Century-Crofts ) 

McKee, John D-- TWO LEGS TO STAND ON- from 1/31 to 2/20. Price from $3.00 to @ 
$2.75. (Appleton-Century-Crofts ) 

Zatterin, Ugo- REVOLT OF THE SINNERS- from 1/31 to 2/2l. (Appleton-Century-Crofts ) 

van der Post, Laurens- FLAMINGO FEATHER- price from $3.50 to $3.95. (Morrow) 

Marquand, John- SINCERELY WILLIS WAYDE- price from 3.75 to 3.95. (Little, Brown) 

Breckling, Grace J.- WALK IN BEAUTY- definite date 2/23. Price is $3.50. (Scribner) 

Paul, Elliott- UNDERSTANDING THE FRENCH- from 2/11 to 2/4. Price from $3.00 to 
$2.75. (Random House) 

Brennan, Louis A.- MASQUE OF VIRTUE- price from $3.00 to $3.75. (Random House) 

Puzo, Mario- THE DARK ARENA- from 2/11 to 2/21. (Random House) 

Mann, Peggy- A ROOM IN PARIS- price from $3.50 to $3.95. (Doubleday) 

Post, Mary Brinker- MATT REGAN'S WOMAN- Postponed indefinitely. (Doubleday) 

Grafton, Samuel- A MOST CONTAGIOUS GAME- price from $3.95 to $3.75. (Doubleday) 

Masters, John- COROMANDEL- definite date 3/25. (Viking) 

Crane, Frances- DEATH IN LILAC TIME- definite date 3/11. (Random House) 

Churchill, Peter- DUEL OF WITS- price from $4.00 to $4.50. (Putnam) 

Raymond, A.- WATERFRONT PRIEST- From 2/28 to 3/?. (Holt) 

Auden, W.H.- THE SHIELD OF ACHILLES- definite date 2/21. (Random House) 


CORRECTION 


White, Helen C.- THIS IS THE LIFE - is based on the program of the same name 
(NOT This Is Your Life program) sponsored by the Lutheran Church, 
Missouri Synod, and The National Council of Churches. (Doubleday) 
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